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SENTENCE STRUCTURE  

1. Simple Sentence  

2. Compound Sentence  

3. Complex Sentence  

4. Compound-Complex Sentence  



Simple Sentence 

A simple sentence contains a subject 
and a verb. It expresses a single 
complete thought that can stand on 
its own.  

 

Cited in William E. Arnold and Lynne McClure, Communication Training 

and Development, 2nd ed. (Prospect Heights, IL:  Waveland, 1996) 38. 

Subject + Verb + Object  

The baby cried for food.  



Simple Sentence 

Subject + Verb + Object  

Zaki Sir’s intelligent students completed and 

turned in their homework. 

• There are two verbs “completed” and “turned in.”  

• The sentence expresses one complete thought. 

• Therefore is a simple sentence. 



Simple Sentence 

Subject + Verb + Object  

Zaifa and Zakin ate too much and felt sick. 

There are two subjects and two verbs, it is still 

a simple sentence because both verbs share 

the same subjects and express one complete 

thought. 



Write 3 simple 

sentences about 

what you see from 

this photo?  

1. ………………. 

2. ………………. 

3. ……………….. 



Compound Sentence 

two independent clauses 

clause is a part of a sentence 

it contains a subject and a verb 

expresses a complete thought 

compound contains two 

simple sentences 

Conjunctions (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) 

The shoplifter had stolen clothes so he ran 

once he saw the police. 



Compound Sentence 

Conjunctions (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) 

They spoke to him in Spanish, but he 

responded in English. 

“But” as a conjunction to separate two 

individual clauses. 

Both sides of the conjunction “but” are 

complete sentences. 



Write 3 compound 

sentences about 

what you see from 

this photo?  

1. ………………. 

2. ………………. 

3. ……………….. 

Conjunctions (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) 




